Mini-lecture on……

WHACS

The patient in the case is unemployed. So the occupational history does not include current employment. There is a simple way to elicit information about current job exposures and health related concerns from workers. It’s the acronym WHACS:

Where do you work?

How do you do it?

Are you concerned about any of your exposures on and off the job?

Co-workers or others exposed?

Satisfied with your job?

The WHACS pneumonic was developed at the University of South Carolina to help busy rural primary care providers complete a screening occupational history on all patients. The screening questions can help determine if the patient’s objective and subjective findings might be related to an occupational or environmental exposure. By completing the screening questions the provider may become more aware of important work-related issues that will need more careful scrutiny and follow-up with a complete and extensive occupational and environmental history

